
Meet the UEFA Conference League Knockout Phase Contenders 

 

The UEFA Europa Conference League has rapidly grown into one of the most exciting 
tournaments in European football. Introduced to give more clubs across the continent a chance 

to compete on the international stage, the competition delivers thrilling matches, surprise 
results, and emerging football stories every season. As the group stages conclude and the 

tournament moves into the knockout rounds, fans are eager to learn more about the teams still 
in contention. 

This season’s knockout phase features a fascinating mix of established European names, rising 
clubs, and underdog sides dreaming of continental glory. Let’s take a closer look at the 

contenders who have successfully navigated their way through the earlier stages and are now 
battling for the prestigious trophy. 

 

What Makes the UEFA Conference League Unique? 

Unlike the UEFA Champions League and Europa League, the Conference League provides 
opportunities for clubs from smaller leagues to compete at a high level. It allows teams that may 

not regularly feature in Europe’s elite competitions to gain valuable experience, international 
exposure, and the chance to lift a major trophy. 

The knockout phase is where the tournament truly comes alive. The intensity rises, the margins 
become smaller, and every match feels like a final. For many clubs, this stage represents a 

historic opportunity to make a name on the European stage. 

 

Strong Favorites Entering the Knockout Phase 
Several clubs entering the knockout rounds arrive with serious pedigree and ambition. These 
teams are widely considered among the favorites to lift the trophy due to their squad strength, 

experience, and consistent performances. 

Aston Villa – England’s European Hope 

Aston Villa have re-established themselves as a major force under progressive management 
and a talented squad. The Premier League side brings quality, depth, and tactical discipline to 
the competition. With experienced international players and a strong home atmosphere, Villa 

are seen as one of the main threats to go all the way. 



Fiorentina – Italian Flair and Tradition 

Fiorentina reached the final of the competition in previous seasons and remain determined to 
finish the job this time around. Known for their technical football and passionate fanbase, the 

Italian club has both the experience and quality needed to challenge for the title. 

Eintracht Frankfurt – German Efficiency 

Having won the Europa League in recent years, Eintracht Frankfurt know exactly what it takes 
to succeed in European knockout football. Their blend of tactical organization and attacking 

firepower makes them a dangerous opponent for any side. 

 

Dark Horses Ready to Surprise 
Every European competition produces unexpected stories, and the Conference League is no 
different. Several clubs have quietly impressed and could cause major upsets in the knockout 

rounds. 

Club Brugge – Belgian Giants on a Mission 

Club Brugge have a proud European history and possess a squad full of talented young players. 
Their ability to combine technical skill with physical intensity makes them a tricky opponent in 

two-legged ties. 

Real Betis – Spanish Creativity 

Spanish clubs traditionally perform well in European competitions, and Real Betis are no 
exception. With an attractive playing style and experienced campaigners, Betis have the 

potential to make a deep run. 

PAOK – Greek Determination 

PAOK Thessaloniki have built a reputation for being tough to beat, especially on home soil. 
Their passionate supporters and disciplined approach could make them one of the surprise 

packages of the tournament. 

 

Emerging Clubs Looking to Make History 



One of the most exciting aspects of the Conference League is the presence of clubs that rarely 
get the chance to shine on such a stage. 

Ferencváros – Hungarian Pride 

Ferencváros have dominated domestic football in Hungary and are now aiming to translate that 
success to Europe. Their organized defense and quick counterattacks make them a difficult side 

to break down. 

Molde FK – Scandinavian Strength 

Norwegian champions Molde have consistently improved in European competitions. Known for 
developing young talent, they bring energy and ambition into the knockout rounds. 

Maccabi Tel Aviv – Israeli Contenders 

Maccabi Tel Aviv have shown resilience and quality throughout the competition. With a balanced 
squad and strong tactical setup, they are capable of competing with more established European 

names. 

 

What to Expect in the Knockout Phase 
The knockout rounds of the UEFA Conference League follow a high-stakes format. Teams face 
each other over two legs, home and away, with the aggregate winner progressing to the next 

stage. This format often leads to dramatic comebacks, tense finishes, and unforgettable 
moments. 

Key factors that will influence success include: 

●​ Squad depth​
 

●​ European experience​
 

●​ Tactical flexibility​
 

●​ Away form​
 

●​ Mental strength under pressure​
 

Clubs that manage these elements effectively will have the best chance of advancing toward the 
final. 



 

The Road to the Final 
The ultimate goal for all remaining teams is to reach the Conference League final, where history 

and glory await. Winning the competition not only brings silverware but also secures 
qualification for next season’s UEFA Europa League, adding even greater motivation. 

For many players and managers, this tournament represents a career-defining opportunity. 
Young talents can announce themselves to the world, while experienced professionals chase 

one of the few trophies missing from their collection. 

 

Why Fans Love the Conference League 
The UEFA Conference League has quickly become a fan favorite due to its unpredictable 

nature. Unlike more established tournaments, there is no single dominant club. Every season 
brings new contenders, fresh matchups, and exciting storylines. 

Supporters enjoy: 

●​ Competitive balance​
 

●​ Opportunities for smaller clubs​
 

●​ Passionate atmospheres​
 

●​ Discovery of new talents​
 

●​ Unpredictable outcomes​
 

These elements combine to create a tournament that feels open, engaging, and full of 
possibilities. 
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